HISTORY OF BADGER HAIR

In response to the growing concern of the ecologically aware retailer and
indeed most important of all the conservation orientated person in the
street, it is necessary to clarify one or two points concerning the use of
Badger Hair in Shaving Brushes. All Badger Hair is imported from China . At
this point it is important to note that British, American and Canadian
Badger are of no interest to brush manufacturers and cannot be connected
with today's limited trade. China being the main exporter of Badger Hair ,
do so with very strict control on the amount exported each year, clearly
displaying their awareness of environmental conservation. The Badger
population is carefully monitored avoiding any decreases in their numbers.
(It should be remembered that the Badger is a source of meat to the
Chinese people and is available in the markets). Chinese Badgers are
collected from the wild and are not in contravention of the Washington
Treaty of Endangered Species.

This has been an industry for the people of China for hundreds of years and
it should also be remembered that an increase in the Badger population
would quickly be regarded as vermin and a pest to agriculture. The high
prices paid for Badger Hair, it's removal being a costly operation, means
that any significant growth predicted in it's demand has little foundation.
Such an expensive product will never be part of the fashion boom. Britain ,
Europe and America all operate very strict import controls ensuring that
any Badger Hair brought into these countries is done so with all legislative
agreements being strictly adhered to.

The ecologists in both the exporting and importing communities of Badger
Hair have created a system preserving the Badger, an important source of
livelihood for hundreds of years in the Far East and ensuring that a small
market does exist, creating valuable work in an industry which dates back
to the time when wet shaving was first recorded.



